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Fernando Galván 
University of Alcalá, Madrid  

 

J.M. Coetzee’s Discourses of Identity: The Self and the Other 

 

 
This paper will try to address and illustrate the perception of the self and the other, and 

how both are produced or built by the former South-African (and now Australian) writer J.M. 

Coetzee. I will do so by making a reading of some of his most relevant works and putting 

them in connection with two other writers who are key figures of literature written in 

Spanish, from two different periods, but both equally well known by readers worldwide: the 

Argentinian Jorge Luis Borges (20th century) and the Spaniard Miguel de Cervantes 

(17th century). The exploration of how perception of the self and the other works for these 

two writers, in connection with Coetzee, will lead me to tread on some usual ground in 

metafiction, but will also take me to the origins of the novel, as represented by no others than 

Cervantes himself and Daniel Defoe, both highly admired and followed by Coetzee. 

 

 

 

Andrei Avram 
University of Bucharest 

 

Sociolinguistic superdiversity and language variation: The case of English



AMERICAN LITERATURE 
 

Panel 1 

 

Sangjun Jeong, Seoul National University, South Korea 

Magic Kingdom and American Identity 

 
This study examines the Magic Kingdom of Disneyland around Michel Foucault's concept of 

heterotopia in the context of the American way of life in order to illuminate American identity 

represented in Walt Disney's theme park. It particularly analyzes two novels in which Disneyland 

is backgrounded, foregrounded or intertextualized to highlight the themes of each work: Stanley 

Elkin's The Magic Kingdom and Max Apple's Propheteers. Since the idea of heterotopia has been 

used in a diversity of ways, this study takes it to mean a space that reflects society, but in a way 

which calls to mind idealized aspects of the culture. Both Elkin and Apple provide vivid and 

powerful images of Magic Kingdom: a space where history disappears, time stops, or visitors are 

entertained with "a mindless thrill like an electric shock." The study suggests the need for 

contrasting, discordant, and different narratives about Disneyland to better understand it and its 

relationship with American identity and the American way of life. 

 

 

Cengiz Karagöz, Namýk Kemal University, Turkey 

Globalization and Localization of Culture in The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

 
While globalization has altered the economical and political structures of nations for several 

decades, it has also reshaped cultures in an ambivalent and flexible way. The Namesake can be 

accepted as a novel which illustrates through the experiences of an Indian family in America the 

possibility of the coexistence of both global and local cultures in individuals' lives. 

 

 

Roxana Mihele, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Walking the Dividing Line: Delineating Social Identity and Race in James Baldwin's Go 

Tell It on the Mountain and The Fire Next Time 

 
Race understood as a social and ideological construction has been the subject of much debate in 

American literature and literary theory. The present article endeavors to analyze James Baldwin’s 

Go Tell It on the Mountain and The Fire Next Time by focusing on the concept of race as a 

cultural and social construction provided by an American history shaped by slavery, segregation 

and on-going racial discord and incongruity. 

 

 

Eniko Maior, Partium Christian University, Oradea 
Little Failure or Great Success 

 
In my paper I want to deal with Gary Shteyngart’s last novel Little Failure (2014). The novel is a 

memoir which presents Gary’s life story from his early childhood spent in Sankt Petersburg to his 

arrival to the New World and his struggle to find his place in his chosen country. The protagonist 

of the memoir has to define himself in a pluralistic society. The task of my paper is to show 

whether he will succeed or fail. 
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Burak Irmak, Beykoz Vocational School of Logistics, Istanbul 

 

From Hair to Rent: Opening to New World of Genders 

 
I intend to tackle the issue of change in the conception of gender identity and sexuality in the last 

quarter of the twentieth century by comparing two major musical plays which are regularly 

compared to each other: Hair and Rent, two bohemian plays which were written to represent the 

fight for freedom. 

 

Meral Birinci, Karadeniz Technical University, Turkey 

Representation of Post-traumatic Stress Disorder in the Graphic Novel Maus 

 
Graphic novels gained popularity and reputation in the late twentieth century. Displaying 

innovation in terms of theme, structure and motivation, they enable both their narrators and the 

cartoonists to ask universal questions. Maus is a graphic novel by American cartoonist Art 

Spiegelman. It is regarded as the most eminent graphic novel of the twentieth century and widely 

known as the first graphic novel with Pulitzer Prize. It depicts the experiences of a Polish Jew 

during the Holocaust. The novel is equipped with techniques such as representation of nations as 

animals. This mode of narration seems to evolve some implications and propounds a comparison 

between animals and human beings. By doing so, Spiegelman attempts to examine human psyche 

and tackles the symptoms resulting from experiencing the terror of Holocaust. The purpose of this 

study is to conduct a psycho-analytical reading of the novel to draw a sketch of the symptoms 

which are diagnosed under the terms of “survivor syndrome,” “concentration camp syndrome“, 

and “post-traumatic stress disorder“. 

 

 

Tuncer Yilmaz, Meral Birinci, Karadeniz Technical University, Turkey 

An Allegory: The Price of Being a Lion in Baghdad 

 
The graphic novel Pride of Baghdad seems to tabulate in a docket some stereotyped binary 

oppositions into unstable and contradictory couplings. The very definitions of what is primitive 

and what is civilized deviate radically from traditional and highly restrictive patterns. Thus, 

readers cannot simply decipher a circular logic and grasp the structural meaning of this text 

intuitively. For this reason, the present study tries to deconstruct Pride of Baghdad. By doing so, 

it aims to decipher suggestive ideas and blurred lines between binary oppositions, such as 

primitive and civilized, freedom and captivity. 
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Mihaela Poputa, West University, Timişoara 

Memory and Identity in Paul Auster's Travels in the Scriptorium 

 
Paul Auster’s work breathes a constant awareness of the complexity engendered by the 

exploration of memory. The recurrent question in this sense is: how does memory influence the 

individual’s identity? In this respect, the present paper argues that, in Auster’s fiction, memory 

represents a means of experiencing and maintaining one’s identity through words. 

 

 

Ali Al-Jayikh, West University, Timişoara 
Cultural Memory and (Re)Constructed Identity in Diana Abu Jaber's Crescent 

 
The paper investigates the role of cultural memory in the (re)construction of individual and 

collective identity in the novel Crescent written by Jordanian American author Diana Abu Jaber. 

It is no overstatement to suggest at the outset that the post-9/11 political construction of an Arab 

American ethnicity/identity must be interrogated against the backdrop of identity politics and 

identity ascription which have appropriated Arab-American writers with the memory of 

Andalusian legacy in order to rethink the reconfiguration Arab identity. 

 

 

Aycan Gürlüyer, Beykoz Vocational School of Logistics, Istanbul 

The Grotesque Heroines of “A Rose for Emily” and “That Evening Sun” by William 

Faulkner 

 
The aim of this study is to underscore heroines of "A Rose for Emily" and "That Evening Sun" by 

William Faulkner, an author who creates bizarre, grotesque, and violent imagery, melodrama, and 

sensationalism. In his fictional cosmos, we can find unusual portraits of black and white women 

and men. The heroes and heroines are individuals who either exploit or transcend their traditional 

gender-roles in order to insure the South’s cultural apotheosis and living memory. 

 

 

Alexandru Oltean Cîmpean, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Woody Allen's Simple Humor 

 
The following paper takes a look at humor as it manifests itself in three texts written by Woody 

Allen. Using both literary interpretation and the General Theory of Verbal Humor, what I 

endeavor to show is that Allen’s texts present a distinct discrepancy between the complexity of 

the issues that the texts deal with (whether overtly or covertly) and the simplicity of the kind of 

humor adopted by the author. 
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Amelia Precup, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
London in the Poetic Imagination of the Long Eighteenth Century 

 
This paper explores the changes in the representation of the urban space in poems written during 

the ‘long eighteenth century.’ After analysing and comparing poems written in the last decades of 

the seventeenth century with poems by eighteenth-century authors, the contention of this paper is 

that there was a clear movement away from idealization and mystified representations, which 

would most often serve political agendas, and towards quotidian and familiar versions of urban 

experience, which would comment on urban mores and social values. This shift was mainly 

caused by the dissolution of the traditional system of patronage and is attuned to the period’s 

dominant literary tendency of favouring daily life and the presumption of plausibility over 

abstract descriptions and idealised projections. 

 

 

Alexandru Paul Mărgău, West University, Timişoara 
The Birth of the Reader-Critic as a Matter of Literary Perception 

 
My presentation sets out to discuss the position of the reader as critic in the development of 

perception in literature, taking the example of Gothic literature in order to illustrate this change. 

More and more, the reader assumes the role of critic to the point of generating entire literary 

movements and critical approaches. 

 

 

Eliana Ionoaia, University of Bucharest 
Adapting the Victorian Discourse - Neo-Victorian Voices in the Twentieth Century 

 
The Victorians were famous for their employment of the adaptation of earlier historical ages, an 

approach borrowed by the Neo-Victorians of the twentieth century, who, in turn, focus on the 

dominant discourses in Victorian fiction, be they patriarchal, imperialist or heteronormative. 

Instead, the uncertainty or relativity typical of postmodern fiction turns those discourses around, 

questioning the values of the earlier age, while affirming the ones of the present. The patriarchal 

discourse turns feminist, while the imperialist one becomes postcolonial. 

 

 

Cristina Zimbroianu, University of Alcalá, Spain 
Waugh's Satire under Spanish and Romanian Censorship 

 
Evelyn Waugh’s works have been studied from different perspectives by Spanish and Romanian 

scholars such as Carlos Villar Flor and Monica Botez, though little research has been undertaken 

on the reception of Waugh in Spain and Romania. Thus, the aim of this paper is to analyze the 

reception of two of Waugh’s satirical novels - Scoop and Black Mischief - from the perspective of 

censorship during two different political regimes, that of General Franco in Spain (1939-75) and 

that of Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej (1961-65) in Romania. The censorship files reveal that Scoop 

and Black Mischief have not encountered serious publishing problems in Spain, though in 

Romania both novels were banned for political reasons. 



 

Erika Mihálycsa, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

The Metamorphic Languages of Watt and The Third Policeman 

  
Written approximately in the same years in wartime France and neutral Ireland, Samuel Beckett’s 

Watt and Flann O’Brien’s The Third Policeman share perhaps even more in common than the two 

authors’ first, somewhat sunnier Menippean satires, At Swim-Two-Birds and Murphy. Both novels 

propose weird worlds; the texture of both extends into vast, plotless adventures of worlds, 

combinations and permutations, unending chains of logical deductions, excesses of explanation 

and (meta)commentary. Both represent a rigorously Cartesian universe as a system of discourse 

within language. If in Watt the revelation of the “madness” of language causes the contingent 

“madness” of world, The Third Policeman similarly points at the impossibility of language to 

account for the experience of its world; both reify the “real” into nonsense. With both the 

instability of signified and signifier becomes a prime strategy. Finally, both novels expose 

themselves as linguistic artefacts grounded upon the void. The multi-faceted English of both is a 

radically defamiliarized idiom, showing heightened bilingual tension; both novels force the reader 

to a fresh reconceptualization of language.  
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Simona Catrinel Avarvarei, "Ion Ionescu de la Brad" University of Iasi 
Dis-/Articulated Constructions of Identity 

 
The present paper explores the ever-changing definition and search of female gender identities at 

times of hegemonic masculinity in nineteenth-century Britain and Japan. Duty, submission and a 

sense of loss of one's true self outline the framework of any story that would conjugate identity 

using a feminine signature, in either pen or brush. The focus falls on the contributions made by 

female Victorian authors to the construction of womanhood, doubled by a complementary 

outlook towards the feminine self in the Japanese arts of the same age. 

 

Marius Mircea Crişan, West University, Timişoara 
Constructions of (Fictional) Transylvanian Identities in English Literature 

 
In my paper I analyse several representations of Transylvanian identities in English literature, by 

drawing a parallel between some of the most influential examples of travel literature and fictional 

representations, from a general perspective, which includes writers such as John Smith, Edward 

Brown, Emily Gerard, Bram Stoker, Patrick Leigh Fermor, Alan Ogden, William Blacker.  

 

 

Alina Daniela Suciu, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
Self and Identity in Emily Gerard's novels Reata, or What's in a Name and Beggar, My 

Neighbour 

 
After a brief overview of the terms "self" and "identity", we try to apply the theoretical 

background (mainly William James and Sigmund Freud) to the analysis of two novels written by 

Emily Gerard. We would like to emphasize the way in which the writer portrayed her main 

characters by developing real and lifelike personalities. 
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Irina-Ana Drobot, Technical University of Civil Engineering, Bucharest 
Familiar and Unfamiliar in Graham Swift’s “Saving Grace” 

 
“Saving Grace” in the 2014 volume England and Other Stories deals with a theme Swift had not 

used before: that of the external reality of the English nation as a mixture of nations. “I’m as 

British as you are” begins a story of war and love. 

 

 

Adela Daniela Ţigan, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
Identity and Family in Anita Desai's Clear Light of Day 

 
Anita Desai is regarded as the first Indian author writing in English to address the feminine 

theme, female condition, their relationship with men and their inner feelings, focusing on the 

condition of women in India. In her novel Clear Light of Day, Anita Desai portrays Indian 

women as marginalized characters facing challenges and burdens imposed by the patriarchal 

society. Female characters: Bim, Tara, their mother and Aunt Mira are subordinated to a male-

dominant culture which underestimates female subjectivity. This paper illustrates how women 

manage their situation and stand up to a society controlled by men. Anita Desai concentrates on 

the exploitation and psychological condition of her heroines. 

 

 

Claudia Novosivschei, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
New (Australian?) Topography of Feminist Landmarks 

 
In my paper I shall investigate why references to European and American feminism (Florence 

Nightingale and Emma Goldman) are given power in Peter Carey’s writings only for that power 

to be directed against society (The Fat Man in History) or against the woman herself 

(Illywhacker). Does the Australian soil, as seen in Carey’s fiction, reject these topoi? Or is it in 

need of something more adequate to its shape? 

 

 

Carmen-Veronica Borbely, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

The Monster as a Placeholder of the Memory/Oblivion Divide in Ishiguro’s The Buried 

Giant 

 
This paper examines representations of the monster as a supplement that problematizes the 

boundary between remembrance and forgetfulness in Kazuo Ishiguro’s post-“Arthurian” novel of 

2015. Patrolling the entwining pathways of past and present in the lives of individuals and 

communities alike, the she-dragon Querig unleashes the process of signification that enables 

healing memory and soothing oblivion to arise.  

 

 

Petronia Petrar, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

“Unnatural” Humanity: Lateral Identities in David Mitchell’s Novels 

 



Using Brian Richardson’s concept of “unnatural narrative” (Richardson 2015), my paper traces 

the ways in which David Mitchell’s experimental novels use a series of anti-mimetic storytelling 

strategies in order to project a complex texture of deterritorialised spaces, temporalities and 

posthuman subjectivities.  



CULTURAL AND GENDER STUDIES 
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Alina Preda, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
The Social Significance of Semantic Derogation: (Hetero)Sexism and the State of the 

Language 

 
Gender-based markedness is not solely a morphological formality, since it encourages speakers to 

view men as fully-human and women as less-than-human. Moreover, by way of association, 

sexual markedness has lead to the semantic derogation of words referring not only to women but 

to sexual minorities as well. This systematic process of semantic deterioration leading to semantic 

derogation shows how truthfully the state of the language mirrors the misogyny, heterosexism 

and homophobia that permeate the society we inhabit. 

 

 

Jakub Kepinski, Institute of Education, UCL, London 
"Everyone from home does it." Imagining a 'back home' community in a narrative of 

French-Creole inheritance. 

 
Ines's narrative is a story of growing up in a post-colonial environment of the Reunion Island. Her 

story of struggling to learn French, empowering her grandma through teaching her the language, 

own loss of Creole, and linguistic decisions made by her parents as well as a very complex case 

of her own identity all paint an interesting picture of in which the island of Reunion becomes an 

imagined community of ‘back home.’ 

 

 

Octavian More, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
From "Dover Beach" to "Jakarta": Re-examining the Arnoldian choice through an 

intertextual exercise 

 
By juxtaposing Matthew Arnold's emblematic poem to texts by Anthony Hecht and Alice Munro, 

this paper provides a critical review of some fundamental traits of the Victorian thinker's 

"philosophy of pessimism" ("choice", "renouncement","self-effacement"), questioning, at the 

same time, the social and sexual stereotypes that both unite and differentiate the respective pieces. 

 

 

Oana-Meda Paloşanu, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
Representations of Japanese Femininity in the Literature of the Japanese Diaspora in 

North America 

 
There is no monolithic construct that represents a pan-Japanese femininity. Instead, there are 

multiple instances and variables diverging from a prototypical set of characteristics that have 

been suggested and enforced as markers of ideal behavior. What results is a plurality of 

representations of vectors of identity that challenge the notions of linearity and immobility often 

associated with the construct. My intention is to underline this variation through a selection of 

literary texts by North American writers that present women from different generations who 



exude various attitudes, from submissive to divergent, towards preconceived notions of 

appropriate social and cultural formation. 
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Mirela Lăpugean, West University, Timişoara 
Falling in Narrative Representation 

 
There are certain pictures that get at the truth of a particular historical moment; pictures that 

become iconic images of that event because in themselves they tell the story and they reflect the 

horror of that historical trauma. Richard Drew’s picture of the falling man was believed to get at 

the truth of what the morning of September 11, 2001 had meant in the lives of the people trapped 

in the towers, above or directly below the impact point. The paper explores the obsessive return 

of the image of the falling man in Don DeLillo’s Falling Man and Jonathan Safran Foer’s 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close. 

 

 

Adriana Neagu, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
After Identity: Globalism, Dystopianism and the “Imagination of Disaster” 

 
The above is an enquiry into globalism construed as a discursive mode and its reverberations and 

representations in post 9 /11 film productions, more specifically in cinematic productions of the 

dystopia genre. It is premised on two central theses: that underlying globalisation is the ideology 

of globalism, i.e. a discourse comprising the doctrines and rhetoric of the globalization 

phenomenon; that, as a reflection of the ‘post-apocalyptic subject’, dystopianism is endemic in 

indeed constitutive of the very ‘cultural logic’ of global capitalism, indicative i.e. of its systemic 

apprehensions, projections and contradictions. Looking at the congeniality of dystopian forms as 

global cultural productions turned mainstream I seek to observe to what degree the centrality of 

dystopia in the global age is fueled by the rhetoric of globalism and the latter’s bearing on the 

insatiable appetite for catastrophe defining the twenty first century sensibility. As well as 

considering what I deem to be a range of deep-seated dominants symptomatic of the global order, 

e.g. the war-on-terror, demographic crisis and precarity, the economic and refugee crisis, I aim to 

explore the genetic horizon of global fear against the backdrop of ‘viral transmission’ and 

contamination, typifying the global cultural economy. I do so with a view to articulating a 

tentative poetic of the dystopian global imagination. 

 

 

Julianna Borbely, Partium Christian University, Oradea 
From Criminal to Philosopher: Hannibal Lecter's Change in Three Film Adaptations 

 
Based on Thomas Harris's novels, Hannibal is one of the most fascinating criminals to have been 

adapted on the silver or TV screen. We intend to show through the analysis of Hannibal's 

discourse how the perception of his character has changed in three different film adaptations of 

Harris's Red Dragon: Manhunter (1986), Red Dragon (2002) and Hannibal (series 2013-2015). 

 

 

 

 



 

Diana Benea, University of Bucharest 
“Turning Setbacks into Comebacks”: Representations of Disability in Ping Chong’s 

“Inside/Out...Voices From the Disability Community” 

 
Co-written and directed by the Chinese-American playwright Ping Chong, Undesirable Elements 

(1992-) is an ongoing series of community-based performances aiming to give voice to various 

histories of social invisibility. My paper focuses on one of the more idiosyncratic productions in 

the series, “Inside/Out...Voices from the Disability Community” (2008), with a view to showing 

the ways in which it functions as a collective meditation upon an underrepresented area of 

experience - the condition of living with a disability. Building on recent insights from the fields 

of community performance theory and disability studies, the paper aims to discuss the production 

in terms of the social and political work it performs as well as in point of its aesthetic strategies. 
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Dana Maria Contras, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Anatomy of Otherness in Fannie Hurst and Zora Neale Hurston 

 
My paper deals with the idea of blackness in Fannie Hurst's Imitation of Life and Zora Neale 

Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God. Although they were lifelong friends and at some point 

their ideas of surpassing their otherness converged, one being Jewish and the other African-

American, I would like to argue that both Hurst and Hurston employ stereotype as a way of 

overturning the necessarily hierarchical terms of their relationship. My purpose in so doing is to 

analyse the connection between patronage and national and racial notions of belonging. I begin 

by discussing the marketing of the African-American maid in Imitation of Life. This seemingly 

marginal figure is read as being central to commercial, literary and cultural production, whereas, 

Janie Crawford, the creole in Hurston's novel is depicted as a free person taking her life in her 

hands. I argue, through a reading of their writing about each other, that both women invert the 

terms of the patron/artist and master/slave hierarchy. 

 

 

Rinalda Fărăian, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

What is a black feminist? (Grace King, the Queen of New Orleans) 

 
The following paper attempts to rediscover the great Grace King, a black feminist writer, under-

appreciated both because of her gender and her race. Her life and stories will be analyzed, taking 

into account the time and place of her creative process. 

 

 

Raluca-Daniela Răduţ, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
The Connection between Poetry and Jazz in Jan Erik Vold’s Album “Blåmann! 

Blåmann!” 

 
The paper focuses on Jan Erik Vold’s “Blåmann! Blåmann!” (Telemark Blue), a suggestive jazz 

album that has its English printed version translated by the poet himself and published in one of 

his latest books entitled Vold’s Voice. The aim of this approach is to present the relationship 

between music and poetry, emphasizing the idea of the poet as performer. 



Diana Cotrău, Alexandra Cotoc, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
New Online Group Identities. A Critical Discourse Analysis of Refugee Linguistic 

Representations in the Social Media 

 
The paper explores from a Critical Discourse Analysis perspective the ways in which the digital 

technologies provide the channel for the negotiation of refugee identity even as the latter is being 

accepted or, alternately, rejected, under the pressure of the current mass demographic relocation 

from (mainly) the war-torn countries in Middle East to Western Europe. The focus of our socio-

cultural exploration will be on how the plight of individuals, who have removed themselves 

geographically from their homeland under dire political and economic circumstances, gives rise 

to intercultural encounters within the social media and thus nurtures the fluctuation of identities. 



LINGUISTICS, TRANSLATION STUDIES 
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Lorena David, University of Bucharest 
A Compositional Analysis of Romanian Spatial and Temporal Clauses Introduced by 

unde and când 

 
The paper examines Romanian spatial clauses introduced by când ‘when’ and unde ‘where’ in 

both argument and adjunct position, and provides a compositional analysis which accounts for 

both their formal identity with interrogative clauses and their difference in interpretation. 

Building on Caponigro (2003) and Caponigro & Pearl (2008) we show that Romanian temporal 

and spatial clauses introduced by când ‘when’ and unde ‘where’ have the same distribution as 

DPs and PPs, patterning thus with free relatives both syntactically and semantically. Importantly, 

our analysis relies on the existence of silent prepositions (syntactically and semantically 

contentful but phonologically null).  

 

 

Brigitta Schvarcz, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel  

The Versatility of the Hungarian –nyi Suffix 

 
This paper examines the syntax and semantics of the Hungarian –nyi suffix. –nyi is an operator 

which turns Ns into measure heads at a much wider scope than the English –ful. –nyi is not 

restricted to the dimension of volume: it allows count Ns to be used as measure expressions both 

in classifier and adjectival position. While Kenesei, Vago and Fenyvesi (1998) predict that –nyi 

forms adjectives of measure, I argue that –nyi creates a measure head that combines with a 

number to form a modifier, and offer a semantics for Num+ N+ nyi phrasal modifiers. 

 

 

Adriana Todea, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

On Dative Pronominal Clitics in Romanian 

  
This paper explores and contrasts data on ditransitivity, doubletransitivity, dative subject 

configurations and the cliticisation of pronominal possessive Datives in an attempt to find a 

unifying pattern for the distribution of Dative pronominal clitics in Romanian. The research 

adopts a Generative Grammar perspective, but it builds on finds and theoretical models from both 

Generative and Relational Syntax literature, such as three-layered VPs or intra- and cross-clausal 

multiattachment.  

 

 

Stefan Oltean, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

A semantic analysis of dual voice in a literary style 
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Maria Poponeţ, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
On the non-causative structure of anticausative verbs 

 
In this paper, we argue that anticausative verbs lack both a causer and a causative event in their 

semantic representation. The fact that by itself and from-phrases are not restricted to 

anticausatives, but can also be licensed in statives and unergatives, for instance, weakens the 

causative semantics hypothesis of anticausatives. Plausibly, the causer role or the causative event 

is added throughout verb classes by the phrases in question. 

 

 

Irina Stoica, University of Bucharest 
Island effects - the view from manner-of-speaking verbs 

 
Manner-of-speaking  verbs  evince  a  significant  number  of  properties  which  identify  them  

as  a  special  class  in  English. The  aim  of  this paper  is  to  investigate  their  behaviour with  

respect  to  extraction from the complement clause. The complement clause of a MoS verb is seen 

as an island for extraction (Erteschik, 1973; Stowell, 1981; Ambridge & Goldberg, 2008; et.al.) 

but the question is what type of island MoS verbs induce.   

 

 

Imola-Agnes Farkas, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
Not All to-PPs Induce Telicity 

 
The presentation discusses some of the aspectual and semantic properties of the English 

preposition to in two different types of sentences. I would like to show that the goal PathP in a VP 

such as run to the school behaves differently from the goal BeneficiaryP in a VP such as 

complain to somebody, and it is only the first type of P that can affect the aspectual interpretation 

of the predicate and induce a telic interpretation on it. 

 

 

Larisa Avram, Anca Şevcenco, University of Bucharest 
On intervention and interference in A’-dependencies 

 
Recent research in language acquisition argues that syntactic structures which involve A’-

dependencies are vulnerable in child language when the moved constituent and the subject 

intervener have a lexical NP restriction. Feature mismatch between the intervener and the moved 

XP, however, has been argued to facilitate the production/comprehension of these structures. In 

this talk we present experimental results on the role of number mismatch in the comprehension of 

wh-questions by Romanian children (age range 4;9-5;9). We argue that there are two types of 

factors which can affect A'-dependencies in child wh-questions:(i) the intervention of the subject 

DP (with a lexical restriction);(ii) the copy of the displaced wh-phrase which interferes with 

AGREE between AgrS and the postverbal subject. Feature mismatch affects the two factors 

differently: it can attenuate the intervention effects of the DP subject but makes the effects of an 

intervening copy in an AGREE relation even more vulnerable. 

 

 

 



Irina Iancu, University of Bucharest 
Deep and surface unaccusativity in L2 English 

 
The aim of this paper is to test knowledge of deep and surface unaccusativity in L2 English, 

focusing on two unaccusativity diagnostics: resultative constructions and locative inversion. 

Given that previous L2 studies on unaccusativity have shown that surface unaccusativity is more 

problematic for learners (Hirakawa 2001), we want to see whether there is any difference 

between the performance of Romanian learners of L2 English in tasks where surface 

unaccusativity is tested and in those where deep unaccusativity is targeted. 

 

 

Panel 3 

 

Tudor Preoteasa, West University, Timişoara 
Politeness- A sociolinguistic difference between women and men 

 
The aim of this paper is to show some sociolinguistic differences between opposite sexes. The 

matter of who is more polite in society remains of great interest to linguists and sociologist who 

have tried to determine, in an objective way, the behaviour of women and men in their daily 

interaction. Therefore, through this analysis I tried to depict some similarities and differences 

between the two genders making reference especially to the western world as a model of the 

civilized society. 

 

 

Alina Oltean-Cîmpean, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
Instances of Code-Switching with Members of the New Italian Community in Romania 

 
The present paper deals with instances of code-switching in the public discourse of members of 

the new Italian community in Romania. Starting from Myers-Scotton’s frameworks for the 

analysis of code-switching, the paper offers a formal representation of the presence and frequency 

of this language contact phenomenon within public discourse. 

 

 

Hortensia Pârlog, West University, Timişoara 
English translations of the Romanian word ‘cu’ 

 
Cu (< Lat. cum) is one of the most frequent Romanian words, having multiple values, revealed by 

the lexico-syntactic information offered by the context in which it appears. Like all prepositions, 

it has no syntactic autonomy, serving as a link between two syntactic units and establishing 

grammatical relations of subordination between them. <br>Starting from the various meanings 

that cu may have, the paper investigates the ways in which it is translated into English. 

 

 

Anca Trişcă Ionescu, Dunărea de Jos University, Galaţi 
Romglish in the European Comission’s Shipbuilding Documents 

 
The Romanian shipbuilders’ use of English on a daily basis in multicultural environments, such 

as European Commission, allowed romenglish to develop as an important part in the naval 

architecture language, both spoken and written. The present paper aims at identifying the most 



common romenglish words encountered in shipbuilding documents translated from English to 

Romanian published by European Commission and their possible equivalents, if any. The 

Romanian naval architects’ tendency to keep the original form of the English element or the 

adaptation of the English word to the phonetic, orthographic and morphological characteristics of 

Romanian is also illustrated in this paper. The data collected and analyzed in this paper can be 

used to predict a pattern followed by Romanian naval architects when dealing with English words 

from their field.  



 

ELT 
 

 

Judit Nagy, Károli Gáspár University, Budapest 
Teaching Canadian Literary Multiculturalism at Tertiary Level  

 
Identity is a relevant and frequently touched-upon subject in the works of Canadian multicultural 

writers. Presenting concrete examples as well as offering general guidelines, the paper will 

explore how identity-related issues can be taught at tertiary level with the help of Canadian 

multicultural texts. 

 

Brigitta Schvarcz, Tel Aviv University, Israel 
Language Awareness and EFL Teachers’ Professional Identity 

 
This paper presents the results of a study on teacher language awareness (LA) carried out among 

EFL teachers in the Israeli education system. Our study explored the interface between teachers’ 

linguistic knowledge, and their pedagogical practice. The results show a consistent pattern: 

English teachers found linguistic courses to be the basic building blocks of their professional 

identity and relevant to the presentation of grammatical topics. The focus of this presentation is 

on the applicability of LA in the classroom. In particular, we present linguistically-based methods 

for capturing cross-linguistic differences of the mass/count distinction and for the teaching of 

thereof. 

 

Judit Szitó, Kodolányi János University of Applied Sciences, Budapest 
Show and tell: a children’s genre in a culture of assertiveness 

 
In the complex search for an answer to why it seems to be very difficult for some Hungarian 

students to talk in class, a verbal genre known as ‘Show and tell’ was spotted as one likely 

element, not present in Central European countries. Well known in American early education but 

little known elsewhere, ‘Show and tell’ will be introduced, characterized, and discussed both in 

terms of its being shaped by culture and in terms of its educational and cultural impact on the 

culture sheltering it. It is hypothesized that ‘Show and tell’ is a children’s variety of the classroom 

presentation for students and also a predecessor of the professional conference talk in adult life. 

Further, it enhances academic writing inasmuch as it requires considerations of audience, 

formality of style or register, arguments etc. It is argued that this genre is an identity shaping 

device. 

 


